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Northeastern Libraries Digital Scholarship Group



Interdisciplinary Faculty Research Group in Digital 
Humanities and Computational Social Science

• Located in College of Social Sciences and 
Humanities

• Core Faculty from Humanities, Comp Sci, Art + 
Design, Journalism, Social Sciences

• Conferences, workshops, speakers linked to 
annual theme (2018: Fake News, 2019: Digital 
Storytelling, 2020: Digital Democracy)

• Teaching: Digital Teaching Integration Initiative; 
Digital Humanities Grad Certificate; DH Minor; 
CSS Minor

• Seed grants for grad student and faculty travel 
and research

• Grad student fellows program

Library Staff Group for Digital Research, 
Teaching, Support, and Infrastructure 
Development

• Located in Library
• Infrastructure development: Digital 

Repository Service; Ceres/Charon
• Workshops: GIS, text analysis, TEI, data 

viz, Wikistorming
• DH Open Office Hours
• Active program of grants: trains and 

employees grad students
• Digital Humanities Quarterly
• Women Writers Project



Teaching

Digital Research, Teaching

Research

Workshops

Faculty

Library	Staff
Grant funding

Graduate students
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Atlantic Geography
Digital Textual Databases

From Early American Studies to Atlantic World Studies



Society for Early Caribbean Studies
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Coloniality of Archive









Colonel Philip Livingston, leading US importer of slaves from Jamaica (1686-1749)



ECDA:	First	Iteration

The	Early	Caribbean	Digital	Archive	(ECDA)	is	a	highly	interactive	digital	scholarly	lab	
for	the	collaborative	research	and	study	of	pre-20th	century	Caribbean	literature.	The	
ECDA	seeks	to	engage	scholars	and	students	in	a	shared,	critical	study	of	the	textual,	
material,	and	cultural	histories	of	the	Caribbean	by	providing	them	innovative	digital	
technologies	and	platforms	for	generating	new	and	understudied	knowledges	of	the	
Caribbean’s	rich	body	of	materials.	Our	approach	to	this	digital	archive	solves	major	
challenges	facing	scholars	of	Caribbean	literature;	currently	no	such	pan-Caribbean	
digital	or	analogue	archive	of	pre-20th	century	materials	exists.	Our	site	will	foster	a	
shared	and	informed	engagement with	the	Caribbean	and	its	literary,	aesthetic,	cultural,	
and	political	impact	on	the	study	of	the	pre-20th	century	Atlantic	world.	The	project	will	
not	only	preserve	original	texts,	but	will	also	reframe	the	literary	history	of	the	early	
Caribbean	as	one	where	something	new	is	preserved—voices	beyond	the	imperial	
history	of	the	Caribbean.	



Audience
ECDA	is	intended	to	be	a	public,	open-access	collection,	but	is	currently	aimed	
at	scholars	and	students	for	the	purpose	of	teaching	and	learning,	as	well	as	
international	groups	with	similar	academic	and	research	interests.
Data	Types
Types	of	data	for	ECDA	include	PDF	(scans	or	original	texts	and	manuscripts),	
JPEG	and	other	image	formats	(paintings,	drawings,	maps,	etc.),	audio,	and	
TEI.	User	annotations	on	data	and	forum	discussions	may	also	be	represented	
as	data	in	the	future,	most	likely	in	a	structured	text	format.
Project	Phases
Prototype	Omeka site	(omekasites.northeastern.edu/ECDA)	Data	
development,	transcriptions	Grant	funded	non-prototype	interface	for	data	
Launch	phase,	community	engagement
Project	Goals
develop	schema	for	TEI	encoding	(Summer	2014)	production	of	TEI	data	(Fall	
2014)	generate	body	of	texts	to	bring	into	the	archive	(next	academic	year)	
development	of	Hydra	head	(requires	developer)



TEI ECDA research agenda…
● trace and map the relations between texts as a function of time, human agency, and geography
● bring into visibility relations between locations of print activity across the Caribbean archipelago
● show relations among individuals such as printers, consumers, merchants, runaway slaves, 

missionaries, plantation owners, abolitionists, military figures, and colonial political figures 
● map relations between legislation, commodity prices, geography
● map the geographic circulation of literary tropes 
● trace changes in the culture of reviewing over time with respect to the emergence of a transatlantic 

literary culture
● bring to visibility the evaluative frames of reference within which women's writing is read
● trace the cultural frame of reference for reviewers in England and in North America



map the geographic 
circulation of literary tropes

map relations between legislation, 
commodity prices, geography

trace the cultural frame of reference for 
literary reviewers

<placeName ref=“#kingston”> <persName ref=“#c_bronte”>

<div type=“review”> <commodity ana=“#sugar”>

?



<ecda:hyperDiv>

<ecda:notes>
<note type="ecda">

<interpGrp>
<interp xml:id="ana_food">indicates food, drink, or other consumable items</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_flora">indicates references to plants</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_fauna">indicates references to animals</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_medical">references to medical supplies/commodities/treatments</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_sugar">sugar in any form</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_com">commodity</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_sart">sartorial references</interp>

</interpGrp>
<interpGrp>

<interp xml:id="ana_pla">commodity or flora is in planting stage</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_grow">commodity/flora/fauna is in growth stage</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_har">commodity or flora is being harvested</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_prod">commodity/flora/fauna is in production</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_ref">commodity/flora/fauna is being refined</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_transp">commodity etc. is being transported</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_sale">commodity is being sold</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_use">commodity is being used</interp>

</interpGrp>
</note>

</ecda:notes>
</ecda:hyperDiv>





Our Mission
The ECDA has two primary related, overarching goals: the first is to uncover 
and make accessible a literary history of the Caribbean written or related by 
black, enslaved, Creole, indigenous, and/or colonized people. Although the 
first step in this process is digitization, the ECDA is more than a digitization 
or cataloging initiative. Rather, we aim to enable users—both scholars of the 
Caribbean as well as students—to understand the colonial nature of the 
archive and to use the digital archive as a space for remix and reassembly. 







Our Aims
v Disrupt the static nature of the colonial archive. The ECDA’s collection is 

not an inert resource. Knowledge production is never inert.

v Decolonize the archive / work against the grain of the colonial archive.
How is knowledge colonized, and how can it be decolonized? The 
coloniality of knowledge production is ongoing.

v Engage the accessibility of the digital to create new ways of understanding 
the archive. We want to question and explore the affordances of a digital 
environment. What difference does the digital make?



Remix and Reassembly







Embedded Slave Narratives







"Sleep Has No Master Narrative" by an anonymous enslaved man.
Transcribed from Bryan Edwards, The History, Civil and Commercial, of
the British Colonies in the West Indies, Vol. II. Dublin: 1793, pgs.
78-79.

One instance recurs to my memory, of so significant a turn of expression
in a common labouring Negro, who could have had no opportunity of
improvement from the conversation of White people, as is alone, I think,
sufficient to demonstrate that Negroes have minds very capable of
observation. It was a servant who had brought me a letter, and, while I
was preparing an answer, had, through weariness and fatigue, fallen
asleep on the floor: as soon as the papers were ready, I directed him to
be awakened; but this was no easy matter. When the Negro who attempted
to awake him, exclaimed in the usual jargon, 'You no hear Massa call
you?' that is, Don't you hear your Master call you? 'Sleep,' replied the
poor fellow, looking up, and returning composedly to his slumbers,
'Sleep hab no Massa.' (Sleep has no Master.)

Transcribed by Elizabeth Polcha, Northeastern University









Devin Leigh: Jamaican Airs Exhibit



Air 3 from “Airs used by Distinct Sets,” from the “Garnet Set” in 1776 



Air 2 from “Airs used by Distinct Sets,” from the “Garnet Set” in 
1775 



Air 2 from “Tunes in General Use,” called “Guinea Corn”



Text Network: Makandal



Caribbean Collaborations: 

Barbados National Archives 
and UWI Cave Hill
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