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l‘i Northeastern University

NULab for Texts, Maps, and Networks

Interdisciplinary Faculty Research Group in Digital
Humanities and Computational Social Science

Library Staff Group for Digital Research,
Teaching, Support, and Infrastructure
Development

« Located in College of Social Sciences and
Humanities

«  Core Faculty from Humanities, Comp Sci, Art +
Design, Journalism, Social Sciences

« Conferences, workshops, speakers linked to
annual theme (2018: Fake News, 2019: Digital
Storytelling, 2020: Digital Democracy) _ " :

* Teaching: Digital Teaching Integration Initiative; viz, Wikistorming

Digital Humanities Grad Certificate; DH Minor; * DH.Open Office Hours |
CSS Minor » Active program of grants: trains and

employees grad students
« Digital Humanities Quarterly
*  Women Writers Project

» Located in Library

» Infrastructure development: Digital
Repository Service; Ceres/Charon

« Workshops: GIS, text analysis, TEI, data

»  Seed grants for grad student and faculty travel
and research
*  Grad student fellows program
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Coloniality of Archive

AMAP of the
WEST-INDIE S &
MEXICOawNEW SPAIN.

u_.~ S TradeWinda, an

made by ¥ Galeons and.
Hu. - ﬂ..'. By HMall €

am d:.m -
Englss axiable Winds

\
ATLANTIC

3
Ann\\eﬂ-s
Q,Non e X u

R awicadsre
. dmdere
W iatnegun £

btk of them are Narigable, and 4
e & ,uu..m and Stpred for lmpul.
d from the Nareh o

25 ';.y & & i
InJIuS Lotagues 20 13 one Dagres




social networks and archival context

Image from Wikipedia

Behring, Emil von 1854-
1917

PROTOTYPE HOME ABOUT PROTOTYPE

Image from Wikipedia

Hook, Sidney, 1902-
1989

Image from Wikipedia

Image from Wikipedia

Mendenhall, Thomas C.
(Thomas Corwin), 1841-
1924
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Image from Wikipedia

Powers, Hiram, 1805-
1873
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Buckler, John, 1770-
1851

Image from Wikipedia

Carmroll, Lewis, 1832-
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Image from Wikipedia

Ford, Tennessee Emie,
1919-1991
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Image from Wikipedia

Kruzenshtem, lvan
Fedorovich, 1770-1846

Image from Wikipedia

Landon, H.C. Robbins
(Howard Chandler
Robbins), 1926-2009
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Colonel Philip Livingston, leading US importer of slaves from Jamaica (1686-1749



ECDA: First Iteration

The Early Caribbean Digital Archive (ECDA) is a highly interactive digital scholarly lab
for the collaborative research and study of pre-20th century Caribbean literature. The
ECDA seeks to engage scholars and students in a shared, critical study of the textual,
material, and cultural histories of the Caribbean by providing them innovative digital
technologies and platforms for generating new and understudied knowledges of the
Caribbean’s rich body of materials. Our approach to this digital archive solves major
challenges facing scholars of Caribbean literature; currently no such pan-Caribbean
digital or analogue archive of pre-20th century materials exists. Our site will foster a
shared and informed engagement with the Caribbean and its literary, aesthetic, cultural,
and political impact on the study of the pre-20th century Atlantic world. The project will
not only preserve original texts, but will also reframe the literary history of the early
Caribbean as one where something new is preserved—voices beyond the imperial
history of the Caribbean.




Audience

ECDA is intended to be a public, open-access collection, but is currently aimed
at scholars and students for the purpose of teaching and learning, as well as
international groups with similar academic and research interests.

Data Types

Types of data for ECDA include PDF (scans or original texts and manuscripts),
JPEG and other image formats (paintings, drawings, maps, etc.), audio, and
TEI User annotations on data and forum discussions may also be represented
as data in the future, most likely in a structured text format.

Project Phases

Prototype Omeka site (omekasites.northeastern.edu/ECDA) Data
development, transcriptions Grant funded non-prototype interface for data
Launch phase, community engagement

Project Goals

develop schema for TEI encoding (Summer 2014) production of TEI data (Fall
2014) generate body of texts to bring into the archive (next academic year)
development of Hydra head (requires developer)




TEI ECDA research agenda...

trace and map the relations between texts as a function of time, human agency, and geography
bring into visibility relations between locations of print activity across the Caribbean archipelago
show relations among individuals such as printers, consumers, merchants, runaway slaves,
missionaries, plantation owners, abolitionists, military figures, and colonial political figures

map relations between legislation, commodity prices, geography

map the geographic circulation of literary tropes

trace changes in the culture of reviewing over time with respect to the emergence of a transatlantic
literary culture

bring to visibility the evaluative frames of reference within which women's writing is read

trace the cultural frame of reference for reviewers in England and in North America



trace the cultural frame of reference for

literary reviewers map relations between legislation,

commodity prices, geography

map the geographic
circulation of literary tropes

<placeName ref="#kingston”> <persName ref="#c_bronte”>

<div type="review”> <commodity ana=“#sugar”>



<ecda:hyperDiv>

<ecda:notes>
<note type="ecda">

<interpGrp>
<interp xml:id="ana_food">indicates food, drink, or other consumable items</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_flora">indicates references to plants</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_fauna">indicates references to animals</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_medical">references to medical supplies/commodities/treatments</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_sugar">sugar in any form</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_com">commodity</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_sart">sartorial references</interp>

</interpGrp>

<interpGrp>
<interp xml:id="ana_pla">commodity or flora is in planting stage</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_grow">commodity/flora/fauna is in growth stage</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_har">commodity or flora is being harvested</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_prod">commodity/flora/fauna is in production</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_ref">commodity/flora/fauna is being refined</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_transp">commodity etc. is being transported</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_sale">commodity is being sold</interp>
<interp xml:id="ana_use">commodity is being used</interp>

</interpGrp>

</note>
</ecda:notes>
</ecda:hyperDiv>



Northeastern University

Uniiversity Libraries

About UserGuide Resources Projects Credit

CERES Exhibit Toolkit

Community-Enhanced Repository for Engaged Scholarship Searc Q l

Building Your Website

Using Page Builder

The Page Builder feature allows you to easily design and customize your exhibits, pages, or posts that use shortcodes to
embed your objects.

To get to the Page Builder, you must first click on "Add New Page” or "Add New Post” from the Dashboard sidebar. You can also

access the Page Builder by editing pages/posts that you have made before. Once you are in the Add New Page/Post screen, you
must select the “Page Builder” tab on the far-right (it is next to the "Visual” and “Text" tabs) above the text box.

Location of Page Builder




Our Mission

The ECDA has two primary related, overarching goals: the first 1s to uncover
and make accessible a literary history of the Caribbean written or related by
black, enslaved, Creole, indigenous, and/or colonized people. Although the
first step in this process 1s digitization, the ECDA 1s more than a digitization
or cataloging initiative. Rather, we aim to enable users—both scholars of the
Caribbean as well as students—to understand the colonial nature of the
archive and to use the digital archive as a space for remix and reassembly.



From Edward L.ong to Thomas Jefferson, slave

masters turned to writing as a will to power;
record keeping, and the archiving gesture was an
attestation to the authority of natural history,

the key to the 1deology of white power.
-Simon Gikandi

The Early Caribbean Digital Archive



How do we narrate the fleeting glimpses of
enslaved subjects in the archives and meet the
disciplinary demands of history that requires us
to construct unbiased accounts from these very
documents’ How do we construct a coherent
historical accounting out of that which defies
coherence and representability?

-Marisa J. Fuentes




Our Aims

¢ Disrupt the static nature of the colonial archive. The ECDA’s collection is

not an inert resource. Knowledge production is never inert.

¢ Decolonize the archive / work against the grain of the colonial archive.

How 1s knowledge colonized, and how can it be decolonized? The
coloniality of knowledge production is ongoing.

*» Engage the accessibility of the digital to create new ways of understanding

the archive. We want to question and explore the affordances of a digital
environment. What difference does the digital make?




Remix and Reassembly
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62 HISTORY OF THE WEST INDIES. 63

BO O K him know that I was prefent; but I could not country where executions are fo frequent, and CHAP.
1V:  underftand what he faid in return. I remember human blood is fpilt with fo little remorfe, death Il
v~ that both he and his fellow fufferer laughed im- muft neceffarily have loft many of its terrors; ~" v

moderately at fomething that occurred—I know
not what. The next morning one of them
filently expired, as did the other on the morning
of the ninth day. . ;

The courage, or unconcern, which the people
of this country manifeft at the approach of death;
arifes, doubtlefs; in a great meafure, from their
national manners, wars, and fuperftitions, which
are all, in the higheft degree, favage and fangui-
nary. A power over the lives of his flaves is pof
feffed; and exercifed too, on very frivolous oc-
cafions, without compunétion or fcruple, by
every mafter of flaves on the Gold Coaft. Fa-
thers. have the like power over their children.
In their wars they are bloody and cruel beyond
any nation that ever exilted ; for all fuch of their
captives as they referve not for flaves, they mur-
der with circumftances of outrageous barbarity ;
cutting them acrofs the face, and tearing away
the under jaw, which they preferve as a trophy,
leaving the miferable victims to perifh in that con-
dition. I have colleéted this account from them-
felves. They tell me likewife, that whenever a

- confiderable man expires, feveral of his wives,
and a great number of his flaves, are facrificed
at his %uneral. This is done, fay they, that he
may be properly attended in the next world. This
circumitance has been confirmed to me by every
Gold Coaft Negro that I have interrogated on the
fubjet, and I have enquired of many®. In a

country

* The following particulars I colle@cd from fome of my
own Koromantyn Negroes, whofe veracity I had no reafon to
doubt:—Clara, a molt faithful well-difpofed woman, who

. was

and the natives in general, confcious they have
no

was brought from the Gold Coaft to Jamaica the latter end
of 1784, relates, “ That fhe was born in a village near Ana-
maboo ; that her father and mother, and their children (nine
in number) were flaves to a great man named Anamoa, on
whofe death fhe herfelf, and two of her brothers (who like-
wife belong to me) with feveral others of his flaves, were fold
to pay his debts.  That teenty others were killed at bis funeral.
I afked her which country fhe liked beft, Jamaica or Guiney ?
She replied, that Jamaica was the better country, ‘ljor that
people were not killed there as in Guiney, at the fumeral of their
maflers.’ She informed me alfo, in anfwer to fome other en-
quiries, of a remarkable fa@ (i. e.) that the Natives of the
Gold Coaft give their children the yaws (a frightful diforder)
by inoculation ; and fhe defcribed the manner of performing
the operation to be making aa incifion in the thigh, and put-
ting in fome of the infe@ious matter. I afked her what be-
nehit they expe@ed from this pra&ice? She anfwered, that by
this means their infants had the diforder flightly, and recover-
ed {peedily, whereas by catching it at a later time of life, the
difeale, fhe faid, ¢ gof into the bone,’ that was her exprefl
fion.

Cudjoe, aged (as I fuppofe) about fifty, relates that he was
born in the kingdom of Afiantce, the king or chieftain of
which country was named Poco. Cudjoe’s ¢lder brother have
ing been caught in adultery with the wife of a man named
Quathee, was adjudged to pay a fine to the man he had in-
jured; which not being able to do, he delivered over him
(Cudjoe) who was at that time, by his own account, a boy
about fixteen, 2s a compenfation ; and Quafhee immediately
carried him off, and foon afterwards fold him to a Black {lave-
merchant, who having purchafed many others, carried them
all to the fea-coalt (they were two months on their journey)
and fold them to a Captain Reeder, who brought them to
Jamaica. I afked him, what right his brother had to fell
him? ¢ Becaufe, faid he, ¢ my father was dead ;> and by his
account fathers have an unquefiionable right to fell their chil-
dren, and probably, on the demife of the father, the fame

power is affumed by the eldeft fon over the younger branches.
He

4



"The Narrative of Clara" by Clara.

This text is transcribed from a footnote in

Edwards, Bryan. The History, Civil and Commercial, of the British Colonies in the West Indies,
Vol. 2. Dublin: 1793, pp 62-63.

“The following particulars I collected from one of my own Koromantyn Negroes, whose
veracity I had no reason to doubt:--Clara, a most faithful well-disposed woman who was brought
from the Gold Coast to Jamaica the latter end of 1784 relates, “That she was born in a village
near Anamaboo; that her father and mother, and their children (nine in number) were slaves to
a great man named Anamoa, on whose death she herself, and two of her brothers (who likewise
belong to me) with several others of his slaves, were sold to pay his debts. That twenty
others were killed at his funeral. I asked her which country she liked best, Jamaica or
Guiney? She replied, that Jamaica was the better country, ‘for that people were not killed
there as in Guiney, at the funeral of their masters.’ She informed me also, in answer to some
other enquiries, of a remarkable fact (i.e.) that the Natives of the Gold Coast give their
children the yaws (a frightful disorder) by inoculation; and she described the manner of
performing the operation to be making of an incision in the thigh, and putting in some of the
infection matter. I asked her what benefit they expected from this practice? She answered,
that by this means their infants had the disorder slightly, and recovered speedily, whereas by
catching it at a later time of life, the disease, she said, ‘got into the bone,’ that was her
expression.

Transcribed by Christopher Surprenant, Northeastern University



Embedded Slave Narratives

You've selected:

Displaying 1to 9 of 9

Document

Show | 50 %1 per page Sort By: | Relevance

The Narrative of Clara: In The History, Civil and
Commercial, of the British Colonies in the West Indies,
Edwards. 1793

(no last name), Clara,Edwards, Bryan,Library of the University of Michigan
Contributor

All details concerning the life of Clara are contained within a long footnote (62-3 of Volume 1I) to
Bryan Edwards's History, Civil and Commercial, of the British Colonies in the West Indies. Clara was
born near Anamaboe on the Gold Coast (in what is now the Central Region of Ghana). Her parents
were enslaved and she was born into slavery to a "great man named Anamoa." When Anomoa
died, Clara and two of her brothers were then sold and in 1784 they were taken by Slave ship to
Jamaica. Clara's narrative is extremely short, and appears in the form of an interview with Edwards.




Title:

The History, Civil, and Commercial, of the British Colonies in the
West Indies Vol.2

Creator:

Edwards, Bryan (Author)

Abstract/Description:

Edwards divided the two-volume History into six books, each
book consisting of four to five chapters with appendices. The
first book describes indigenous people of the Caribbean, as well
as the ancient geography, climate and ecology of the islands.
The second and third books focus on the early colonial history of
the Caribbean, detailing in particular Anglo-Spanish relations.
The fourth book consists largely of ethnography and Edwards's
discussion of slavery: Edwards provides a history of the
transatlantic slave trade, describes the state of modern slavery in
the Caribbean and advances his argument against abolition. The
fifth book is an examination of agriculture in the Caribbean, with
a focus on the sugar industry. In the sixth and final book,
Edwards describes the British system of colonial government in
the West Indies and describes the recent history of political and
economic relations with Britain and the newly independent
United States.

Publisher:

Dublin, Ireland : Luke White, 1793

Language:

English
Subjects and keywords:

Histories

Obeah Narratives

Hispanola

London, England

University of Michigan
Permanent URL:

http://hdl.handle.net/2047/D20235148

Title:

The Narrative of Clara: In The History, Civil and Commercial, of
the British Colonies in the West Indies, Edwards. 1793

Creator:

(no last name), Clara

Edwards, Bryan
Abstract/Description:

All details concerning the life of Clara are contained within a long
footnote (62-3 of Volume II) to Bryan Edwards's History, Civil and
Commercial, of the British Colonies in the West Indies. Clara was
born near Anamaboe on the Gold Coast (in what is now the
Central Region of Ghana). Her parents were enslaved and she
was born into slavery to a "great man named Anamoa." When
Anomoa died, Clara and two of her brothers were then sold and
in 1784 they were taken by Slave ship to Jamaica. Clara's
narrative is extremely short, and appears in the form of an
interview with Edwards.

Publisher:

First Edition - Dublin, Ireland : Luke White, November 27, 1904
Language:

English

Creoles and pidgins
Subjects and keywords:

Reports

Embedded Narratives

Early Caribbean Slave Narratives

Fuller, Stephen

Edwards, Bryan

Burdett, William

Earle, William Jr.

Jamaica

Barbados

University of Michigan
Permanent URL:

http://hdl.handle.net/2047/D20238872



Narrative of a Mandingo Servant Narrative of Adam Narrative of Afiba
Man, Anonymous Mandingo,Edwards, Bryan Sarri, Adam,Edwards, Bryan Edwards, Bryan
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The Narrative of Clara: In The History, Civ... The Narrative of Cudjoe: In The History, ... Narrative of Emanuel
(no last name), Clara,Edwards, Bryan,Library of... Edwards, Bryan,Surprenant, Christopher,Librar... Sloane, Hans




"Sleep Has No Master Narrative" by an anonymous enslaved man.
Transcribed from Bryan Edwards, The History, Civil and Commercial, of
the British Colonies in the West Indies, Vol. Il. Dublin: 1793, pgs.

78-79.

One instance recurs to my memory, of so significant a turn of expression
in a common labouring Negro, who could have had no opportunity of
improvement from the conversation of White people, as is alone, | think,
sufficient to demonstrate that Negroes have minds very capable of
observation. It was a servant who had brought me a letter, and, while |
was preparing an answer, had, through weariness and fatigue, fallen
asleep on the floor: as soon as the papers were ready, | directed him to
be awakened; but this was no easy matter. When the Negro who attempted
to awake him, exclaimed in the usual jargon, "You no hear Massa call
you?' that is, Don't you hear your Master call you? 'Sleep,' replied the
poor fellow, looking up, and returning composedly to his slumbers,
'Sleep hab no Massa.' (Sleep has no Master.)

Transcribed by Elizabeth Polcha, Northeastern University



Resources for Teachers

Welcome to our resources for teachers! Here, we have included various materials designed to help you use the ECDA in your classroom. Below, you will find links
to course syllabi, in-class activities, and assignments. We will update our classroom materials as we continue to collaborate with instructors, so please check back
regularly for new teaching resources. Scroll to the bottom if you would like to contribute your own teaching materials via the “Contribute!” button.

Click the images to access PDF copies of the syllabi

o A s g Bt Early African American Literature

Nicole N. Aljoe, ECDA Co-Director and Associate Professor of English and African American
Studies at Northeastern University, contributed her syllabus on early African American
literature. Focusing on 18th and 19th century writers from the African Diaspora, the course
"investigate[s] the ways in which these early Black writers engaged with a range of issues such
as the nature of the individual subject; human rights; gender and class; the rapid expansion of
print culture; the development of the novel and other genres; notions of Africa; and of course
notions of freedom and enslavement."




BCDA Student Amigament.
Embedded Shave Narratives and ‘Critical Fabolation'
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Asssgronces marechons

Embedded Slave Narratives

This assignment introduces students to the concept of an embedded slave narrative and
ultimately asks them to locate and analyze an embedded slave narrative that is not already in the
ECDA's archive. Students begin the assignment by reading and discussing a dis-embedded slave
narrative, "The Narrative of Rose," and considering questions of voice and knowledge. Students
then locate an embedded slave narrative on their own, dis-embed the narrative from the

surrounding text, and think about how reframing slave narratives can change scholarly practices

and questions.




Assignments

Click the images to access Google Files of the assignments

ECDA Exhibit Assignment: Possibilities in the Archive
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Design an Exhibit

This assignment includes a step-by-step guide for designing exhibits with ECDA materials
beginning with choosing an exhibit theme, selecting items for the exhibit, creating exhibit
subsections, and populating the exhibit template. Students are encouraged to think of their
exhibits as “curated collections” that both advance an argument/ story and are visually
appealing. After creating their exhibits, students then write a reflective essay about their work. If
students are interested in having their exhibit appear on the site, we invite you to partner with us
to work on implementing them.

Scholarly Introduction

This assignment allows students to author scholarly introductions for archival items in the
ECDA. Scholarly introductions situate the archival item for readers by discussing the history of
the text’s production and reception, providing an overview of critical scholarship related to the
item, and suggesting avenues for further research. Scholarly introductions are concise and brief,
usually 300-500 words, and follow a specific format described in this assignment. The
assignment also asks students to complete a separate essay in which they reflect on their
research process and analyze their findings.




Devin Leigh: Jamaican Airs Exhibit
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Air 3 from “Airs used by Distinct Sets,” from the “Garnet Set” in 1776
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Air 2 from “Airs used by Distinct Sets,” from the “Garnet Set” in
1775
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Air 2 from “Tunes in General Use,” called “Guinea Corn”
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Text Network: Makandal
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Barbados National Archives
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l‘i Northeastern University

NULab for Texts, Maps, and Networks

Interdisciplinary Faculty Research Group in Digital
Humanities and Computational Social Science

Library Staff Group for Digital Research,
Teaching, Support, and Infrastructure
Development

« Located in College of Social Sciences and
Humanities

«  Core Faculty from Humanities, Comp Sci, Art +
Design, Journalism, Social Sciences

« Conferences, workshops, speakers linked to
annual theme (2018: Fake News, 2019: Digital
Storytelling, 2020: Digital Democracy) _ " :

* Teaching: Digital Teaching Integration Initiative; viz, Wikistorming

Digital Humanities Grad Certificate; DH Minor; * DH.Open Office Hours |
CSS Minor » Active program of grants: trains and

employees grad students
« Digital Humanities Quarterly
*  Women Writers Project

» Located in Library

» Infrastructure development: Digital
Repository Service; Ceres/Charon

« Workshops: GIS, text analysis, TEI, data

»  Seed grants for grad student and faculty travel
and research
*  Grad student fellows program




Grant funding

Library Staff

Research
(Graduate students

Northeastern University Digital Research. Teaching
NULab for Texts, Maps, and Networks

Teaching

Faculty

Workshops



